RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     195
Eld. Sist. I am very sorry that I can't prevail with you to prevent your own misfortunes, when it is so easy to be done.
Sist. You propose what I cannot so much as mention to him; I tell you it would be the rudest thing; I'm sure if he should do so to me, I should spit in his face, and bid him go and look for one that was religious enough for him ; sure, never any such thing was done in the world!
Eld. Sist. I wonder you can talk so, sister! Do
you not remember the passages about Mr.---------,
when he courted my cousin---------? Did he not
enter into a most serious, pretty discourse with her, about religion, when we were all at table with them ? And don't you remember we all said, ay and you too, sister, when you heard it, that he did it with so much modesty, and so handsomely, that nothing could be more becoming ? And did not you, as well as I, call her a thousand fools for pretending to be disgusted at it.
Sist But she took ill his public manner of doing it, which I think was wrong too.
Eld. Sist. But I find you don't know or don't remember the rest of the story; she exposed herself to the last degree by resenting it: the case was this: the gentleman had courted her some weeks, and liked her, nay, loved her very well, but was greatly perplexed to find out what taste of religion his mistress had ; he was loath to fall point-blank upon her with the question, just as you say, in your case, yet he was not. willing to be satisfied with a second-hand relation neither; but one day when we were all together at my cousin's, the young gentleman supped there, and after supper her mother and he and I entering into a discourse together of several matters, at last we began to talk of religion, and particularly of religious matches^
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